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nd could be no stability in the arrangements for home .efence.
The Adjutant-General and I therefore arranged to place 11 recruits of about the age of eighteen in " Young oldier Battalions," where they remained for four months whilst undergoing their recruits' course of training. They rere then passed on by complete companies of 250 strong o " Graduated Battalions," where they stayed for eight lonths and so reached the age of nineteen years, at which hey were eligible to be sent abroad. The companies were ransferred to the Graduated Battalions at intervals of two lonths, and as these battalions had five companies each hey were able to send abroad one company every two lonths and still have four companies left, the personnel of fhich had been under training for periods varying between Dur and twelve months. This was an advantage that reatly simplified home defence duties.
We secured, in course of time, excellent commanding nd company officers who took a keen interest in their oung charges, and the latter, living in a kind of public :hool atmosphere, derived far greater benefit, civil as well s military, from their twelve months' training than had een possible under the old system. All officers spoke in he highest terms of the good behaviour of their boys, and
always regard this innovation in the composition of raining battalions as one of the best things in which I had hand during the war. When these lads, many being .nder nineteen, were sent out to help to stem the disaster n the West Front in the spring of 1918, they more than .pheld the reputation they had deservedly earned while in England.
Of the operations in 1917 sufficient reference has already een made to those in Macedonia, Mesopotamia, and East Lfrica.
On the East Front Germany had matters all her own fay. It had been decided in the autumn of 1916 to send o Russia an inter-allied mission in substitution for the 1-fated visit of Lord Kitchener, and the Secretary of State Dr War proposed that I should accompany it. I explained o the Prime Minister, then Mr. Asquith, that I could notront were beaten the war would certainly be prolonged, if nothing worse than that, and therefore their maintenance at fullere others in the country who could be spared and were not called upon to perform any military service.
